
◼ Inspired by the pioneering 
Rehabilitation Centre of Baba 
Amte’s “Anandvan” for the 
leprosy afflicted near Nagpur, the 
trustees of Shraddha decided to 
scale up their operations with a 
new open type of protected care.

◼ With the encouragement & 
blessings of Baba Amte and 
Prakash Amte, a new institution 
to provide a humane 
compassionate rehabilitation of 
the mentally ill roadside destitute 
was founded at a large 6.5 acre 
plot in Karjat on the outskirts of 
Mumbai in March 2006. 

◼ It aimed to house & shelter 120+ 
wandering mentally-ill destitutes.

Milestones  -  The  Second  Phase - 2006 - Karjat



PLOT PURCHASED - DECEMBER 2004 THE ENTRANCE

Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation



AERIAL VIEW OF THE CENTER AERIAL VIEW OF THE CENTER

Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation



AERIAL VIEW OF THE CENTER PRAYER & MEDITATION CENTER

Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation



A TULSI PLANT (RELIGIOUS SYMBOL) IN EACH WARD CENTRAL COURTYARD BETWEEN 3 WARDS 

Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation



With the blessings of Baba Amte the Karjat centre was inaugurated by his son, 

Magsaysay Award & Padma Shri Recipient Prakash Amte in March 2006

Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation



Inspirational Words from Magsaysay Award & Padma Vibhushan Recipient                      

Baba Amte



THE SHRADDHA LOGO ON THE CENTRAL WARD    

Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation



SHRADDHA  
THE  FAITH

The word Shraddha comes from Sanskrit , meaning

‘ Devotion ’ 

The Logo of Shraddha consists of 

The Symbols of the Gods

On extreme left is the Hindu symbol of  Ganpati

Next is the Muslim symbol of Allah

In the center is the Cross of Christianity

After that is Sikh-Punjabi symbol of Ek Onkar

Lastly is the Parsi symbol of the Holy Fire

All Humanity is One , 

All Faith is One , 

All Suffering is One
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Shraddha :  Nature  of  Innovation

               Shraddha’s innovation lies in two areas 

❖         Client Segment Definition

• In focusing on one single segment of the mentally ill viz. the roadside destitute

❖          Innovative Psychosocial Intervention

• Using a open environment, and a social and occupational engagement

Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation

 

RICE CULTIVATION

BY THE PATIENTS

 

RICE CULTIVATION

BY THE PATIENTS
 

VEGETABLE CULTIVATION

BY THE PATIENTS



 

VEGETABLE CULTIVATION

BY THE PATIENTS

 

COW SHED FOR DAIRY FARMING

 

WATER HARVESTING



AWARENESS  GENERATED

Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation



RECOVERED DESTITUTES, ALL BELONGING TO A SINGLE STATE, IN THIS CASE - ANDHRA PRADESH,                    
BEING REUNITED BY AMBULANCE IN THE SAME SINGLE TRIP 



AWARENESS GATHERINGS IN VILLAGES AT THE TIME OF REUNION

Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation



AWARENESS GATHERINGS IN VILLAGES AT THE TIME OF REUNION

Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation



First Reunion by 

Shraddha Team of 
a Sikh in Punjab - 2006

First Reunion by 

Shraddha Team of 
a Sikh in Punjab - 2006

13000 Tales of Hope



Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation

AWARENESS GATHERINGS IN VILLAGES AT THE TIME OF REUNION



AWARENESS GATHERINGS IN VILLAGES AT THE TIME OF REUNION

Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation



AWARENESS IN VILLAGES AT TIME OF REUNION
SHRADDHA FEMALE SOCIAL WORKER 

ASSESSING MENTALLY ILL BROUGHT FORWARD BY VILLAGERS

AWARENESS IN VILLAGES AT TIME OF REUNION
SHRADDHA FEMALE SOCIAL WORKER 

ASSESSING MENTALLY ILL BROUGHT FORWARD BY VILLAGERS

Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation



SHRADDHA IS NOT MERELY REUNITING 
A SEPARATED LOVED ONE WITH HIS/HER FAMILY

SHRADDHA IS DEBUNKING - DELINKING – DISSOCIATING 

THE STIGMA THAT SURROUNDS MENTAL ILLNESS 
AT THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL 

AT THE FAMILY LEVEL
AT THE SOCIAL LEVEL

--  TRAIN TRAVEL

--  AMBULANCE TRAVEL

--  INTERACTIONS WITH VILLAGERS & POLICE

-- MEDIA COVERAGE

AWARENESS   GENERATED  



AN APPEAL 

Shraddha’s mission, in spirit, resembles that of Mother Teresa’s.

From the time a mentally- ill destitute is picked up from the streets, till his/her reunion 
with their families (who may be from anywhere in India) not a single rupee is charged. 

It is ENTIRELY FREE.

At times Shraddha feels the last rupee will soon be over, but its vision & commitment 
never wavers. OF FREE TREATMENT. Of reintegrating 

lost lives into the productive mainstream of life.

And God always comes to the rescue of Shraddha at the last minute with last minute 
donations.

The mission goes on and on. With courage within, and God overhead.

This  rarity of concept and the sincerity with which it is practiced by Founders Drs. 
Smitha and Bharat Vatwani completely won me over. For fifteen years, I searched for a 
rare, one of its kind project. I found it at last, in Shraddha. I visited Karjat many times. 

Interacted with patients. Admired the dedication of its staff. 
And the rarity of its founders.

I knew beyond doubt this was the unique project I had been searching for fifteen years. It 
would fulfill the lifelong dream of my mother – a project worthy of the waiting and 
matching her pure & noble vision. I financed two entire units humbly for Shraddha. 

It is my privilege to have done so. 

One unit is in fulfillment of my mother’s life’s dream of serving the poorest of the poor. 
The other is my tribute to my sterling and precious father whose contribution to my life is 

low key and immense.

I am not a Corporate nor a member of any Club / Association. I have limited financial 
funds collected over a lifetime of services & personal thrift. But I am proud to hand over a 

huge portion of my meager finances to Shraddha. 

As I said, it is my privilege to do so.

I humbly suggest to anyone who comes across this appeal to contribute, big or small, to 
this rare & worthy project . Every donation will be immensely  appreciated. It will be 

received gratefully and utilized completely for these Children Of A Lesser God.

To end, I would like to share my thoughts in verse:

No effort is ever lost 
Every wavelet on the ocean tossed

Aids in the ebb tide or the flow
Every kindness

Lessens human woe

SHERU  MISTRY

SUPPORT

FROM

WELL

WISHERS



BEDS  DONATED  BY  ONGC

CONCRETE ROAD CONSTRUCTION BY 
NARAINDAS MORBAI BUDHRANI TRUST

SUPPORT 
FROM 
WELL 

WISHERS

SUPPORT 
FROM 
WELL 

WISHERS



SOLAR ENERGY -TATA

NEW  KITCHEN 
UNIT - 2020

SUPPORT 
FROM 
WELL 
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SOLAR PROJECT

SOLAR ENERGY --PARKER

ROTARY CLUB OF MUMBAI SOBO 
HAS SPONSORED 

THE ENTIRE COSTS OF 
85 MENTALLY ILL DESTITUTES 

From Rescue thru Treatment thru Recovery thru Their Reunions 
with their families 

across the length & breadth of India over the last 2 years

SUPPORT 
FROM 
WELL 

WISHERS



GIC - Re

HAS SPONSORED 

THE ENTIRE COSTS OF 

2091 

MENTALLY ILL DESTITUTES 

From Rescue thru Treatment thru Recovery thru Their Reunions
[[[[[

with their families in their hometowns & villages

across the length & breadth of India 

over the last 5 years

SUPPORT 
FROM 
WELL 

WISHERS

SUPPORT 
FROM 
WELL 

WISHERS
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This patient was a major turning point 
in the learning curve of Shraddha. 

He was with us for over a year. None of 
us could understand his dialect. 
Another patient who was brought from 
Chennai Mental Hospital happened to 
befriend him. That patient informed us 
that this patient's dialect was from a 
particular district in Punjab, wherein 
Punjabi was spoken differently. This 
patient was ultimately reunited with 
his family, who were so overjoyed that 
they gave a donation of Rs 1000/-. 

We at Shraddha felt guilty that we had 
held on to a patient for over a year for 
no fault of his. We did not have staff 
which could understand his dialect. 
And we had deprived the patient & his 
family the emotional joy of the reunion. 

The fault lay at our doorstep.

PUNJABI TRIBUNE
Chandigarh October 2010



Media Coverage of Rescue of Mentally ill Destitutes from Streets by 
Shraddha Ambulance
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TAMIL NADU

News

Tiruchirapalli

MARCH 2012

Shraddha Team shifting mentally ill destitutes from NGO in Tiruchirapalli (run by Psychiatrist) 

to Shraddha, Karjat for further reunion with their families across India
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News
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ANDHRA PRADESH

News

TELUGU

PRAJA SAKTI

Karimnagar

JULY 2012



GUJARAT

News

GUJARATI

GUJARAT GUARDIAN

MARCH 2013

The female patient (sitting on the table) reunited post her recovery
turned out to be the mother of an Orthopedic Surgeon (on extreme right) in Surat
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News
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JANMABHOOMI 
PRAVASI – PART 1

AUGUST 2013
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News
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JANMABHOOMI 
PRAVASI – PART 2

AUGUST 2013
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Malappuram

NOVEMBER 2013
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News

HINDI

PRABHAT KHABAR

Dhanbad

DECEMBER 2013



BIHAR

News

HINDI

DAINIK JAGRAN

Muzaffarpur

FEBRUARY 2014



UTTAR PRADESH

News

HINDI
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Aligarh

APRIL 2014
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Upon reunion this elderly patient turned out to be 
the mother of a local politician

ANDHRA PRADESH

News

TELUGU

EEANADU

East Godavari

19th & 20th 
SEPTEMBER 2016



ANDHRA PRADESH

News
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SAKSHI

Kakinada

SEPTEMBER 2016

Upon reunion this elderly patient turned out to be 
the mother of a local politician



MADHYA PRADESH

News
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Bhopal

JULY 2017
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